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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

Although it was only a four day week, it was jam packed with learning and FUN!  Our 4th and 5th 
graders were so excited to each receive their own personal dictionary from the Tri-Town Rotary today.  
Many of them have already used them for their writing this afternoon!  4th grade students also had 
High Tech High Touch in for an animal adaptations presentation thanks to the generosity of the PTO.  
Pictures for these events can be viewed on the Cole PTO facebook page. 

Thankful Thursday for the staff was very much appreciated thanks to the generous donations by Cole 
School families of pasta, sauce, bread, and M&M desserts.  We were able to send all 75 staff 
members home with a “Dinner on us!”  We are very much looking forward to the Turkey Feather Hunt 
next Thursday with books and gift cards as prizes for the lucky staff members.  Thank you all for 
helping to care for the many people that work tirelessly each day for our students! 

As a reminder, students go outside everyday for a 30 minute recess.  As the weather gets colder, 
please remind your child to wear their coat, hats, and mittens/gloves to school.   

The Ambassador Club Food Drive is in full swing.  It will run from November 12th-November 22nd. 
Please help your child to make one (or more) donations during this time of a needed item.  Needed 
items include: cookies (all kinds), canned chicken, paper towels, toilet paper, parmesan cheese, 
flavored instant oatmeal, wet cat food, canned potatoes, salt, pepper, school snacks, and any leftover 
Halloween candy or chocolate.  Please check the expiration dates before sending the food in. 

Mark your calendars for the fourth annual Card Making Event in the Cole School cafeteria on Friday, 
December 13th from 3:30-4:15pm.  We’ll be making cards for Royal Nursing Home and decorating 
bags for Soup Man.  A Sign Up Genius will go out for parent volunteers to sign up.  Students that 
attend will need to send a note and be picked up at 4:15.   
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Mark your Calendar 

11/18 - 1000 Book Club Story Time 12:10pm 

11/20 - School Council 3:45pm 

11/21 - Early Release Day 12:20 dismissal 

11/27 - Early Release Day 12:20 dismissal 

11/28-29 - Thanksgiving Holiday 

COLE MINERS’ DIG
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The 1000 Book Club Story Time will be held on Monday, November 18th at 12:10 in the library.  If 
your child has reached a milestone (250, 500, 750, or 1000 books), please email Mrs. Tracey or Mrs. 
Burns so we can recognize their achievement.  We hope to have a veteran come in to read during 
this time. 

Have you ever considered working as a substitute teacher?  The hours are convenient and self-
selected, but the greatest benefit of the job is working with amazing students and teachers.  We are 
actively seeking substitutes for the Norwell Schools.  If you are interested, please apply on the 
Norwell Schools website under the Employment link. 

As a reminder, all teacher communication is being posted each week on Schoology.  We have 
worked so hard to streamline our weekly communication and to make sure that families have weekly 
updates, dates of important events, and questions to ask your child each week that we want to 
ensure that families know where to find that information now that it is in Schoology.  Please let us 
know if you need help accessing these newsletters.  It is critical to the continuation of our strong 
home/school partnerships that these newsletters are accessed. 

The newly revised K-5 report cards are now posted on the school website and here.  You’ll notice 
that we have new marking codes: Beginning (B), Developing (D), and Secure (S) as well as 
streamlined Approaches to Academic and Social Learning in grades 1-5.  Our report card is a 
standards based report card meaning the standards are listed and graded on the report card.  Please 
take a moment to review the newly revised report cards.  The first trimester report card will be sent 
home on Friday, December 13th. 

Need any technical assistance with Schoology?  Schedule an appointment with our Norwell High 
School students at the Tech Solutions Desk from 8:00am to 2:37pm.  You can 
email tech.solutions@norwellschools.org to set up an appointment. 

Do you or someone you know have a consistent block of time available for volunteering each week?  
Are you interested in coming into Cole School to support student learning in the classrooms?  We are 
preparing to kick off this year’s Volunteer Corps to train volunteers and deploy them to classrooms.   
Please let us know if you are interested by completing this form. 

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter.  Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 

NURSE’S NOTES 

The colder weather is here and the dry heat is on. Please send your children 
in with water bottles to replenish moisture lost. Chapstick in their backpacks 
will help reduce time lost visiting the Health Room for vaseline for chapped 
lips. 

Postural Screenings for fifth grade will be conducted during gym class next 
week. Please let your student know. Have a healthy weekend! 
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https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/4373
mailto:tech.solutions@norwellschools.org
https://forms.gle/FRXDKEUyd5e9wkgP8
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MEL’S SPOTLIGHT 

The spotlight is on our wonderful reading specialist, Mrs. McGrath, this 
week.  Mrs. McGrath grew up in Wallingford, Connecticut and now lives in 
Hanover with her husband, Pat, and their 3 children (Maggie 6, Tommy 4, 
and Ellie 1).  The McGraths love spending time together as a family of 5.  
They jump in leaf piles, read books by the fire, play board games and 
dance in their living room or kitchen while the record player plays some 
classic hit from the 60s, 70s, or 80s.   

Mrs. McGrath went to Saint Michael’s College in Vermont for her 
undergraduate degree in Elementary Education and Psychology.  She 
went to Wheelock in Boston for her graduate degree as a Reading 
Specialist.  

She started her teaching career at 22 years old teaching second grade in Burlington, Connecticut.  
The team of six teachers that she worked with were some of the most amazing people she has ever 
met.  Their guidance and encouragement helped her to grow into the educator she is today.  She 
decided to leave Connecticut because her husband had a job in Boston and she wanted to start a life 
with him up in Massachusetts.  As she was getting her master’s degree at Wheelock, she was also 
working as a SPED aide in Brookline.  After finishing her masters, she got a job at Boston 
Renaissance Charter Public School in Hyde Park.  She was at BRCPS for 5 years and in that time 
she worked as the building substitute, a 3rd grade teacher, a 1st grade teacher, a reading tutor and a 
reading specialist.  She came to Cole School in 2015 and has been the Reading Specialist and 
Coordinator ever since.  She works with some amazing people at Cole!  More than anything, she 
loves teaching students how to read, talking to students about books, and handing students new and 
exciting books.  She loves seeing the light bulb go on when a child starts to read for the first time.  
She loves to see a child’s eyes light up when they are given the next book in the series.  She loves 
watching a student when they finish the last page in their book and get so excited that they need to 
recommend it to a friend or a teacher.  She loves talking “books” with everyone! 

Mrs. McGrath has too many favorite books to name.  Here are a few that made a huge impact on her 
life: Nancy Drew Series, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, The Most Loved in All the World, Journey 
 
Mrs. McGrath grew up in a family of educators and she always knew she wanted to be a teacher.  
She knew she wanted to be a Reading Specialist as she reflected back on her own “learning to read” 
story.  Learning how to read was very difficult for her. She didn’t know all the “reading secrets”, or the 
phonics rules and she couldn’t read until third grade.  She was the kid who “faked” reading and it was 
her third grade teacher, Mrs. Loin who taught her how to read using phonics (even when everyone 
else was using Whole Language).  She is forever grateful for that teacher who saw something 
amazing in her, connected with her, and taught her how to read.    
 
Here at Cole School, we are very grateful for all that Mrs. McGrath does to help our students learn to 
read and most importantly, love to read!   
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PTO 

Cole School will be collecting gently worn winter coats for children and adults (all sizes) 
starting December 2nd until January 6th.  The collection box can be found in the lobby! 
 

COMMMUNITY NEWS 

Upcoming Children's Programs: NPL (temporary location 1207 Washington Street, Hanover) 

Read to Lexie, the Dog Listener Monday, November 18th 4:30-5:30pm 
Children can read to this gentle dog, certified by Dog B.O.N.E.S. Bring a favorite book, 
or choose from the library's collection.  Drop in during the hour, as space permits.   

Thanksgiving Story Time Wednesday, November 20th, 10:30-11:00am.  Child and Adult participate 
together.  No registration. 

Puppet Story Time with Leigh Baltzer Saturday, November 23rd, 10:30-11:00am.  Child and Adult 
participate together.  No registration.  

On-Line registration for all Winter 2020 programs begins at 10:00am on 
Wednesday 12/4/19 at www.townofnorwell.net for Norwell Residents only!  Mail-
In, Walk-In and Non-Resident Registration begins on Wednesday 12/11/19 at 
10:00am.  Make sure to confirm your password, update your existing account or 
set-up your new account prior 12/4/19. 
  

Many programs fill up fast such as After-School Sports, After-School Cooking, Knucklebones  
Saturday Little Ninja, After School Arts and Cooking Classes.  Featured Winter 2020 Programs are:  
Winter 2020 Rec Hoops for Grades 1-8 and Ski/Snowboard Lessons at Blue Hills.  Early Release Day 
Programs will be available for Elementary School students on 2/27/20 and Middle School students on 
1/30/20 and 2/27/20.  All levels (Beginner to Experienced) are welcome to register for Indoor   
Pickleball on Thursdays.  Both Morning and Evening Sessions are available!  New Winter 2020 
Programs are: Little Bee Yoga, Pre-K Spanish, Vinal After School Drawing Club, Cole/Vinal After 
School Intro to Spanish, Elementary Early Release Pop Up Art School, Middle School Early Release 
Day to Nashoba Valley, Adult Painting with Watercolors, Cardio Dance, and Yoga Stretch. 
Norwell Recreation will offer almost 80 sessions of over 30 programs this Winter.  
  
To access or set-up your online account:  Visit www.townofnorwell.net and click on RECREATION 
listed under departments and follow the links to ACTIVITY REGISTRATION! 
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http://www.townofnorwell.net/
http://www.townofnorwell.net/
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Please join us for a screening of the new documentary: 

Angst 
Raising Awareness around Anxiety 

November 19, at 7:00 PM 
at Norwell High School’s Auditorium 

 
A new documentary that explores anxiety, its causes and effects, and what we can do about it  

featuring World Champion Swimmer Michael Phelps! 

 

This film is intended for students 14+ and parents. 

Come join us and RSVP here: https://www.showclix.com/event/angst-norwell-high-school 

We hope to see you there! 
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https://www.showclix.com/event/angst-norwell-high-school
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November 26th 9am-1pm 

(just in time for Thanksgiving!) 

 

The Norwell Council on Aging 

293 Pine Street, Norwell 

 

Baked Pies, Breads, Cookies, Cupcakes, Christmas 
Baskets  

 

Sponsored by the Friends of the Norwell Council on Aging 
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6TH ANNUAL

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH

HOSTED BY THE NORWELL VOLUNTEER CORPS

ADMISSION INCLUDES:

4:00 - 6:30pm
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